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Denmark has some recommended amendments to the text of the guidelines (Document 4-1 Guideline for 
the implementation of ecosystem-based approach in MSP in the Baltic Sea area) in order to make the 
measure of the ecosystem-based approach in the Baltic region more nuanced in order to reflect the growth-
perspective to a greater degree. This also reflects the comments from HELCOM HABITAT that the ecosystem-
based approach is intended to manage human activities within the ecosystems, and not only the ecosystems 
independent of human activity. 

 

Recommended amendments (red types) to the text of the guidelines: 

Page2 : These activities, along with climate change effects, natural hazards and shoreline dynamics such as 
erosion and accretion, create significant pressures on coastal and marine ecosystems. Continued and 
sustainable economic growth of the maritime activities in the Baltic region requires coordinated 
management that encompasses these activities and the natural resources that support them; an 
ecosystem-based approach shall ensure this. 

Page 4: Maritime spatial planning must seek to protect and enhance the marine environment while 
supporting continued, sustainable growth of human activities and thus, should contribute to achieving a 
good environmental status according to the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive and the HELCOM 
Baltic Sea Action Plan (Principle 2). 

Page 5: This allows planning of human activities and uses that ensures sustainable growth and respects the 
carrying capacity of ecosystems along with maintenance and, when necessary, restoration of ecosystems. 

Page 9: In order to ensure the growth and sustainability of the various uses and the environmental health 
of marine areas,… 

Page 9: … and consequently have impacts on the marine and coastal environment and nature (incl. 
ecosystem services) and the potential for sustainable growth. 

Page 9:… is safeguarded and a good environmental status (GES) is not compromised while the different 
social and economic demands on maritime resources are recognized and taken into account. 

Page 10: The assessment of the environmental impacts of each planning option provides information to the 
public, stakeholders and decision-makers on how to choose the option with the least environmental 
impacts that also ensures the sustainability of continued human activities. 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to consider the suggestions by Denmark. 
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